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servative a line of policy, the new rulers
of India showed much sagacity and prac-
tical common sense. When you have
entered by force of arms a foreign
country and subjugated people wholly alien
to your own in race, language, and reli-
gious belief, it were folly to accentuate the
earthquake shock by gratuitous alterations
in the form of government. After the
cataclysm of a foreign conquest, the wise
ruler may very well be chary of innova-
tions or reform. Nor is it likely that,
in taking their stand on the ancient paths
and in the continuance in India of an
autocratic system of government, our
latter-day conquistadores did any great
violence to their private wishes and pre-
dilections. If, as Mill has it, men ever
love power more than liberty, the perils
of change to any more democratic polity
would appeal to them with convincing
force. Be this as it may, in the result
the natives of India found themselves
under a government distinguished in no
vital respect from those under which they
had toiled and worshipped, lived and died,